F i g u r e 1 . P l a i n a b d o mi n a l X-r a y f i l m o b t a i n e d i n t h e s up i n e p o s i t i o n r e v e a l s g r o s s d i l a t a t i o n o f t h e c o l o n .
F i g u r e 3 . Di a g r a m o f a wh i r l s i g n i n g a s t r o i n t e s t i n a l v o l v ul u s .
lon.
The "whirl sign" was first described by Fisher (1) , as suggesting volvulus of the small bowel, and it was considered that this sign represents the superior mesenteric artery at the center surrounded by bowel loops. Subsequently, it has occasionally been recognized in patients with various forms of volvulus, such as sigmoid volvulus or cecal volvulus (2, 3) . In a patient with sigmoid volvulus, the whirl sign is caused by tightly twisted bowel and mesentery (4) . If the axis of the twisted bowel and mesentery is vertical to the scanning plane, a whirl sign can be detected by CT and is a useful finding in all patients with gastrointestinal volvulus (Fig. 3) . When abdominal X-ray films reveal gross colonic dilatation of unknown etiology, a whirl sign on CT scans raises the possibility of colonic volvulus.
